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Now this is continuing, in the series that we
have been doing in the “Belief’s’ booklet. Now,
we' ve come to the section in the “Belief’s’ booklet
concerning repentance. Let me read the statement
we have in the “Belief’'s’ booklet—let me just
mention also, the reason we have the “Beliet’s’
booklet is because if someone says, “What do you
believe?” We can say, “Well, if you'd like to read it,
here it is.” Now, we can say, “If you'd like to have
some sermons with it, you can receive them.

Repentance. Repentance is complete
remorse and sorrow for one'ssins....
All sin is evil—you need to understand that. But not
al sins are apé)arently_ evil to the person, until the
conviction of God' s Spirit.
...Sin is the transgression of the laws and
commandments of God. Repentance is the
first step in the sinner’s reconciliation with
God the Father and Jesus Christ. True
repentance begins when God the Father
opens a person’'s mind to understand that
he or she is a sinner against God the
Father [and also Jesus Christ], and that his
or her own sins had a part in killing Jesus
Christ.
That's important to understand. Since He died for
sins (which He did)—He died for your sins. Then
your sins had a part in the crucifixion of Christ,
though you weren't there, because it covers all of
mankind for all time.
The graciousness of God the Father leads
each sinner to repentance. Repentance
moves each one to confess his or her sins
to God the Father and to ask forgiveness,
remission and pardon for those sins
through the blood of Jesus Christ. True,
deeP, godly repentance will produce a
proround change in a person’s mind and
attitude, this is called conversion, which
will result in a continuous desire to live by
every word of God.”
Now, it can be put very.simplly: everyone who has
the Spirit of God will desire to live by every Word of
God, kegp His commandments and do the things that
please Him. Everyone who does not have the Spirit
of God will seek every way possible not to obey.
And that’s found in the statements of religion that
Jesus did away with the law. Now, continuing:
The truly repentant person will turn from
evil thoughts and ungodly practices and
will seek to conform his or her life to the
will of God as revealed in the Holy Bible
and as led by the Holy Spirit. Repentance
and confession of sins is an ongomﬂ
process in a Christian’s spiritual growt
toward the perfection of Jesus Christ”
(Beliefs of the Christian Biblical Church
of God, pp 14-15).

And we could add to that through the grace of God.
Because all of that is done by the grace of God.

Now let's look a some Scriptures
concerning this. Let's first of asll let's come to
Hebrews, the fourth chapter, and let's see what the
Word of God does. Now, for some people it's very
difficult to see their sins. And part of the reason is
that the goodness that they have which they see does
not come from God but comes from the “tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.” There are alot of “do-

ooders’ out there. All that goodness comes from
the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” True
goodness from God comes through His Holy Spirit
and His Word.

Now, let’'s pick it up here in Hebrews 4:12:
“For the Word of God is living and powerful and
sharper than any two-ed(;;ed sword... [Now, |
remember a movie—and | don’t know how they did
it, but however they did it, it was something. This
soldier had a sword that was so sharp that he
whacked the neck of this other soldier and all it did
was just show the blood line where it had cut. You
could hardly tell that it went through, it was so
sharp. Then his head fell off. And every time | read
this'| think of it.] ...piercing even to the dividing
asunder of both soul and spirit, and of both the joints
and the marrow, and is able to discern [that is a
‘ Ludge’] the thoughts and intents of the heart. And
there not a created thing that is not manifest in His
sight; but all things are naked and laid bear before
tlhze g)es of Him to Whom we must give account” (vs

) _So that’s what the Word of God does. Then,
this brings us the conviction of sin. Now what do
we do when we do that? We have to go to Chrigt, as
he finishes here in v 14: “Having therefore a great
High Priest...Who can empathize with ~ our
weaknesses ... [In other words, He is there to help
us. He does feel it. And Wayne gave a sermon on
Does God Have Feelings? He's going to send it to
me. Yes, God grieves, Yes, God hasjoy. Yes, God
has feelings. He is touched with our feelings.
Now, very important point: the next phrase.] ...but
one Who was tempted in all things according to
the Tikeness of our own temptations; yet He was
without sin...." [hSo there's every temptation every
man has gone through. Every "woman has gone
through. God knowst| ... Therefore, we should
come with boldness to the throne of grace, so that
we may receive mercy and find g{race to help in time
of need” (vs 14-16).” So that's the way out of the
dilemma of human nature.

Now let's come back to Jeremiah 17—and
as we're turning back there, remember the parable of
the Pharisee and the publican. The Pharisee couldn’t
understand his own nature. Because he came to God



and he said, “God,” (as he prayed to himself, you
know, he wasn't praying to God) he said, “I thank
you I'm not like other men. I'm not an adulterer, an
extortioner,” add anything you want in there. Oh, of
course none of those things God wants you to be,
right? | mean, He expects you not to do those things,
correct? And then he went on to say: “I tithe of
everything | possess.” And then he went on to say:
“Thank you that I'm not like this publican down
here.” The publican was a tax-collector. Today they
work for Uncle Iris [IRS]. And the publican down
there, beating on his chest, crying out to God,
saying, “Be merciful to me, a sinner.” And Jesus
said, "1 tell you, that man went down to his house
justitied rather than the other.” So he couldn't see
that the goodness he was doing was required of God.
But in the attitude that he had It, it was really a sinful
attitude. Because John wrote that if you “hate your
brother whom you can see how can you love God
Whom you cannot see.” And that’s exactly what he
was doing. And where was he doing it? Right in the
j[empl_eoo God. It's amazing what human beings do,
isn'tit”

Now, let's come here to Jeremiah 17:5:
“Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose
heart departeth from the LORD.... [That's why
Christ is the Head of the Church. We're to follow no
man. God ﬁrov! des teachers and elders, but He also
wants all the disciples—that is al the brethren—to
become as the teacher. And the ultimate Teacher is
Christ, isn't it? So we have a long way to gos]]] ...For
he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not
see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched
places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not
inhabited.... [on the other hand, notice v 7] ...
Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and
whose hope the LORD is’ (vs 5-7). Now, lo and
behold, that's New Testament doctrine, isn't it? Now
what do suppose New Testament doctrineisdoing in
thﬁ Old Testament? It's all the Word of God, that’'s
what itis.

“For he shall be as a tree planted by the
waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by theriver,
and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf
shall be green; and shall not be anxious [that is
‘careful’] in the year of drought, neither shall cease
from yielding fruit.... [Always growing, aways
bearing fruit. Now, v 9—here's the way every
human heart is. And this is the point we al have to
come to in repentance. And it's a progressive thing.
After we're baptized and receive the Holy Spirit of
God, then we progressively see how despicable our
own human nature truly is.’And | say ‘ours,’ because
I’m including mine. My human nature is no different
than your human nature. And | have to war and
struggle to overcome like you have to war and
struggle and overcome. And Christ knows that. But
His grace is sufficient to help us, to teach us, to lead
us, to forgive us. And all of that's part of the process
of repentance.] (But notice): ...The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked: who can
know it? |, the Lord, search the heart, | try the
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rei 8ns, even to give every man according to hiswaa/s
and according to the fruit of his doings’ (vs 9-10).
And so God isthere.

So that's al a part of repentance. And this
you do to God personally. It's not a public thing that
you do. You do this personally. As Jesus said, you
'go into your closet.” That means a quiet, private
place. | know when | first read that | went into my
closet and about suffocated. | soon figured out that if
| was in a quiet, private place | could kneel down
and pray to God. This is between you and God.
You're not to confess your sins to any man. And
besides, God knows this. That's why He doesn't
require you to confess sins to a priest; that | doubt
that there is anyone who confesses sins to the priest
that really tells all the truth! They want to admit
only as much as they need to admit so they will feel

ood and then they can do their laps on the beads.

ut, when you come before God done in
repentance, it's between you and God. You can bear
your soul to God. You can be truthful to Him. After
al He knows, doesn’'t He? If He knows dl the hair
on your head then He knows every thought that you
have. So that’' swhy we need repentance.

Now, let's look and see what we are to do
after—when we come to this point of repentance.
Let's see who is responsible for that. Let's come to
John, the sixth chapter. And this is what's so
important. John 6:44: “No one can come to Me
unless the Father, Who sent Me, draws him; and |
will raise him up at the last dgy [So God the
Father has to deal in your life to draw you. Now you
stop and think about it for a minute: what a fantastic,
absolute blessing that is, that God the Father, Who is
the Sovereign of heaven and earth sends His Spirit
to be with you to deal in your life, to draw Him to
you. Now you have to willing! And He brings you to
Christ] (Now notice v 45; ...It is written in the

rophets, ‘And theé shall al be taugfht by God'....
And that's what God is doing by Teading you to
repentance, He is teaching \X/ou. That's what God is
doing when you study His Word, He's teaching you.
And If you're reading the Bible now with different
eyes than you had In the past, because God is
opening your mind to understanding, it is God the
ather Who is doing Ite'J ... Therefore, everyone who
has heard... [and that also implies responds] ...from
the Father, and has |earned, comesto Me.”

Now, John 14—Jesus makes another
statement. Because now is not the time that God is
saving the world. God is not using George W. Bush
to save the world. He’sfgomg to use Christ. He is
using Christ now for the firstfruits. Now, let’s pick it
up here in v 6: “Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father except through Me.” So both of Them agree.
But what do They look for? They look for someone
who is willing to repent. Now, you can seek after
God. But you have to seek Him in Spirit and in
Truth. Which means: if you don’'t seek God in Truth,
you're not going to find the true God. That's why




there's so maéna/ varieties of religions which God
never originated.

Now, let's come to Romans the second
chapter and let's see what else God does for us, So
God the Father is the One Who intervenes in your
life. HE's intervened in all of our lives. | can look
back and | can remember the time, you know,
“ hlnds’ght is better than foresight.” It's aways
20/20. And | can remember when God began dealing
with me and it had nothing to do with religion, but it
had to do with a challenge of the professor who said,
“If you believe the Bible and believe in God there's
the door you can get out of this classroom.” And that
Lust realy upset me. Not that | was a church-goer or

eliever.| wasn't a non-believer, | wasn't a believer,
but that really set me off and | can look back at that
time. | also remember when God did lead me to
repentance and | was driving down to Pasadenato be
baptized. And | remember the exact place on
Highway 99 that | was crying and weeping and
repenting as | was driving. And so all of you can
look back and see and remember that paint.

_Since it's God the Father that is dealing in

¥{our life—now _this will help you understand here
omans 2:4: “Or do you despise the riches of His
kindness and forbearance and long-suffering, not
knowing that the ﬁqrau ousness of God |eads you to
repentance?’ So that’s how we come to repentance.
We see ourselves for what we are. We realize we're
helpless. Weredlize that we need God's help. And of
course, the truth is, we remain helpless, even after
that, because now we are going to depend upon God.

Let's come to 1-John 1:7, and let's see the
yrocess of repentance. “However, if we walk in the
ight... [and Chrigt is the light, and He gives us that
|I§ht] ..as He is in the light, then we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ, His own Son, cleanses us from all sin....
[Now this is talking about those who have already
repented and have been baptized and received the
Holy Spirit of God—they need ongoing cleansing of
sin “every day. That's why the model prayer” is:
‘Forgive” us our sins as ‘we forgive those who
trespass against us.” And that's a daily prayer] ... If
we say that we do not have sin, wé are deceiving
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess
our own sins,.. [Now natice, we confess them to
Christ] ....He is faithful and righteous, to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness’ ﬁvs_ -9). Now, that’ sthe operation
of grace continually in our lives. That's how we
confess our sins in repentance.

Now let's see the next step. Let's come to

Acts 2:38—Now there are other Scriptures that you
can read in the “Belief’s’ booklet that are there, and
we'll end this review of repentance and then we'll
get into baptism because they go together just like a
and in glove and nut and bolt. That is why it is so
deceitful of the rel (IB?IODISS who say: “Put your hand
on the radio or televison and receive the Lord.”
Now, there are many sincere people who do that.
Especially if they’re convicted of sin, they do that.
But you must be baptized, by full water immersion
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because it isaburial into the death of Christ, aswe'll
seeinjust aminute.

Now after, let's come here to Acts 2:37—
after they heard the sermon, let’s see, v 36, here sthe
conclusion of the sermon: “Therefore, let al the
house of Israel know with full assurance that God
has made this same Jesus, Whom you crucified, both
Lord and Christ.... [Thisis the Scripture which tells
us that we have had our part in crucifying Christ.] ...
Now after hearln%thls, they were cut to the heart...

Now Who led them to that repentance? God the

ather did! On the day of Pentecost, when the Holy
SPmt was sent. And the Holy Spirit being the power
of God worked in their lives] ...Then Peter said to
them, ‘Repent and be baptized each one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and you yourselves shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit’” §\/(s 36-38). Now when we get to the section
on “justification” 'you will understand even a little
more about that.

~ Now let me read the section on water
baptism:
Upon genuine, godly repentance...
There is a sorrow of the world. And the sorrow_ of
the world is not repentance to God. So that’swhy it's
upon true, godly repentance
...and acceptance of Jesus Christ as
ersonal Savior, the believer must be
aptized by complete immersion in water
for the remission of his or her sins. Water
baptism symbolizes the death and burial of
each repentant believer—[which is] a
g)rl] ritual conjoining into the death of Jesus
rist....
And remember, the death of Jesus Christ was a
covenant death. And when you are baptized and put
into that watery grave, you have joined in the
covenant death with Chrlstﬁ/
...Through this baptismal death, the
believer becomes a partaker of the
crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ, and
His blood is applied as full payment for
hisor her sins....
And then from that time forward is available through
grace as a propitiation for our sins.
...Rising up out of the water is symbolic
of bel H%QOI’IJOI ned into the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. When the believer comes up
out of the watery grave of baptism, he or
she rises to [walk in] newness of life
which is the way of the Lord]. In order to
ecome a new person, each baptized
believer must be begotten with the Holy
Spirit through the laying on of hands. The
believer is then led by the Holy Spirit to
wak in loving obedience to God the
Father and faith in Jesus Christ (Beliefs of
t1h§ Christian Biblical Church of God, p

Now let's|look at—we already looked at one
of the Scriptures here. Let’s, look at the meaning of



baptism. Let's come to Colossians 2. This baptism
does something for us, which is very powerful,
which nothing else can do. Now it doesn’'t remove
entirely the carnal nature that we have, but it does
something to our minds. And thisis by the operation
of baptism, aswe will see.

Let's pick it up beginning in Colossians
2:10: “And you are complete in Him, Who is the
Head of all_principality and EOWGI‘ In Whom you have
also been circumcised with the circumcision not made
by hands, in putting off the bady of the sins of the
flesh by the circamcision of "Christ... Eand the
circumcision of Christ is the receiving of the Holy
Spirit. And_the receiving of the Holy Spirit is the
earnest or God's pledge or down-?,aymen,t until the
time of the purchase of the redemption which then is
at the resurrection. So that is the circumcision of the
heart.] ...Having been buried with him in baptism
[that's how it’'s accompli , Having been buri
with Him in baptism, by which you ﬁa\(e also been
raised with Him through' the innér working of God,
Who raised Him from'the dead. For you, who were
once dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of
our flesh, He has now made alive with Him, having
orgiven all your trespasses’ (vs 10-13). Now, we
have other sérmons to get into the detail things of
the technicalities of Colossians, the second chapter,
which we won't get into today, because we're
talking about “watef” baptism.”

Now, let's come to Romans, the second
chapter, please; and let's see what this circumcision
is. Now, under the Old Covenant only the males
were circumcisized. In the New Covenant the
circumcision of Christ, with the heart and the mind,
is for both men and women. Now Paul explains that
it has to be “in the Spirit.” Now, let's pick'it up here
in Romans 2:28: “For he is not a Jew who Is one
outwardly, neither is that circumcision which is
external in the flesh; Rather, he is a Jew who is one
inwardly... [And of course, this refers to Jesus. Not
that, you become a Jew, as Jews are today. Because
Chri& is to dwell in you and Christ was a Jew, and
so this_has to refér to Christ in you.] ...and
circumcision is of the heart, in the spirit and not in
the letter; whose praise is not from men but from
fGod” (vs 28-29). And so this is what baptism does

or you.

Now let's come to Romans, the sixth
chapter, and we'll see the whole operation put
together here, This is what becomes very important.
Let's begin right here in v 1; “What then shall we

? Shall we continue in sin, so that grace may
abound?’_(Rom. 6:1). Now remember the quote that
| put in The Harmony of the Gospels in the section
on the Sermon on the Mount from Martin Luther?
Who said, “Though your sins be strong, let the grace
be stronger. Though you murder a thousand times a
day, or commit adultery a thousand times, God's
graceis stronger.” That'safalse grace, brethren. And
unfortunately, that's one of the foundations of
Protestantism. Paul says: “What then shall we say?
Shall we continue in sin, so that grace may abound?
[God forbid] MAY IT NEVER BE! Wewho died to
sin, how shall we live any longer therein?....
[Because when you are baptized, you die to sin.] ...
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Or are you ignorant that we, as many as were
baptized into Christ Jesus, were baptized into His
death? Therefore, we were buried with Him [and
the Greek means; co-buried] though the baptism into
the death; so that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, in the same way, we
also should walk in newness of life.... [Meaning we
don’t walk as the world walks. We don't talk as the
world talks.] ...For if we have been conjoined
together in the likeness of His death, so aso shall we
bein the likeness of His resurrection...” (vs 1-5).

_ Now in reading that, how could anyone
believe that people %o to heaven when they die? And
yet, e?/ou can go to funerals and hear ministers say,
"Wdll, you know, Aunt Mary’s looking down on us
right now from heaven.” And | remember the two
Protestant ministers that were on Larry King Live
after the 9/11 event, and Larry King said, “Well,
what about the young children that died in that?’
The Protestant™ said, “Instant heaven, instant
heaven!” Well we know the Truth of what is called
and shown in the book of Revelation, which is the
second resurrection. It is the resurrection. Christ
made it very clear: “No one has ascended unto
heaven except the Son of man who came down from
heaven.” But when they reject the resurrection, they
have to substitute going to heaven which is alie, in
order to jUStIf%/ what they’re teachm%. So: “... bein
the likeness of His resurrection... [That's a promise!
That's our hope!] ...Knowing this, that our old man
was co-crucified with Him in order that the body of
sin might be destroyed... [showing that it's a
proc_ess[[ ... S0 that we might no longer be endaved
to sin [not serve sin.] ...Because the one who has
died to sin [through baptism] has been justified
from sin” (vs 5-7). You are justified from sin. Bagﬁ
“freed” from sin gives the connotation that you sh
never sin again after that—which is not true. You're
“justified” from sins, being past sins.

] “Now if we died together with Christ, we
believe that we shall aso live with Him, Knowing
that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies
no more; death no longer has any dominion over
Him. For when He died, He died Unto sin once for
al; but in that He lives, He lives unto God. In the
same way aso... [which means: exactly in the same
manner] "...you should indeed reckon... [this means:
figure, calculate, base your life on this] ...reckon
%/ourselves to be dead” to sin, but aive to. God
hrough Christ Jesus our Lord.... [Now, here is the
key, v 12:] ...Therefore, do not let sin rule in your
mortal body... [it's going to be there to pull "you
down. It's going to Pe there to tempt you because
ou still have human nature. But don't let it rule.

on't let it reign.] ...by obeying it in the lusts
thereof. Likewise, do not yield your members as
instruments of unrighteousness to sin; rather, yield
yourselves to God as those who are aive from the
dead... [again, showing a_ process; showing time;
showing overcoming; showing growing in grace and
knowledge] ...and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God. For sin shall not rule over you
because you are not under law, but under grace” (vs
8-14). That isif you have the Spirit of God, “sin will
not have dominion over you.”



~ Now, you can just give yourself over to it,
that is true. And if you reject God and sin willfully,
then you have alowed it to have dominion over you.
But 1t will not have dominion over you if you
continually ?/Ield to God. That's what 'it's talking
about here. [f you are yielding to God and strivin
for the righteousness; iIf you're going to God an
drinking in of His Spirit, of His love, of His grace
and all of those things, which build spiritual
character, then sin will not have dominion over you.
“...you are not under law... [now, we'll talk about
that a little bit later when we Eet to justification.] ...
but under grace” (v 14). And that istrue. Youreceive
the Spirit of God, you are under His grace.

And as we saw, as we started out the
chapter, what did it say? “What, shall we sin so that
ﬁrace may abound” NO! He explains the process
1ere. We are under grace. Grace does not give
licenseto sin.

. Grace gives us access to God.

. " Grace gives us the Spirit of God as a
gift.

. Grace gives salvation to us as a gift.

. Grace gives us repentance, which
comes from God—which is a gift.

. And grace means gift.

So there we have it. We are under grace.
Now, under the Old Covenant, when they sinned
what did they have to do? They had to offer an
offering, correct? Because they were under law. We
are not under law. Though we don't reject the
commandments and laws of God. Now that's the
hardest ones for the Protestants to figure out.

Now let's go on. “What then? Shall we sin
because we are not under law, but under grace?
MAY IT NEVER BE!.... [He answers the question

ain. Then he explainsit very clearly, and thisis the
whole process of growing and overcoming:] ...Don’'t
you redlize that to whom you yield yourselves as
Servants to ob%/, ou are servants of the one you
obey” (vs 15-16). Now, the Greek there is ‘doulos
which means slave. Ever have a bad habit you've
had to overcoming. How about smoking? Chewing?
Drinking? Gambling? L ottos? They can get a hold of
people and just make them “daves.” They're slaves
t%lt. V\Ilell, we're not be slaves to sin that we should
obey it!

Notice this; “...you are servants of the one
you obey... [very interésting, isn't it?7] ...whether it
iIs of §n unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness?... [Now, If you obey sin unto death
who_are you following? Satan thé devil.] ...or of
obedience unto rightéousness? [Whom ~“are you
serving? God_the Father and Jesus Christ.] ...But
thanks be to God, that you were the servants of sin
but you have obeyed from the heart that form_of
doctrine which was delivered to you; And havin
been delivered from sin, you becarme the servants o
righteousness’ %/s 16-18). And becoming the
“servants of righteousness, your whole lifé then
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becomes one of:

. loving God,

. serving God,

. rowing in grace
and knowledge, J J J

. understanding His
Word,

. and living Hisway.

That's why we are peculiar people on this earth.
Those who don't like what God has, calls us “the
followers of a cult.” But the real truth is: a cult is
any substitution for God's way. So what they |abel
us, or others who keep the bath, that's exactly
what they are because they don’t believe God! Now
maybe you’ ve never thought of it that way, but that’s
just the way it works out.

Now continuing, v 19: “l speak from a
human point of view because of the weakness of
our flesh... [You know, ‘the spirit is WI||Ien(?, the
lesh is weak.”] ...for just as you once yielded your
members in "bondage to uncleanness, and to
lawlessness. unto lawlessness, so now yield your
members  in _bondage to righteousness unto
sanctification. For when you were the servants of
sin, you were free from righteousness. Therefore,
what fruit did you have then in the things of which
ou are now ashamed? For the end result of those
hings is death. But now that you have been
delivered from sin and have become servants of
God, you have your fruit unto sanctification, and the
end result is efernal life. For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal "life through
Christ Jesusour Lord.” (vs 19-23).

And that’ s the whole process. There it gives
the whole meaning of repentance and baptism and
the operation of the Holy Spirit of God in your life
after baptism. And so, it's a completely different
understanding than most people who profess
Chrigtianity in the world. When you truly understand
the Scriptures, for what the Scriptures ‘say, it gives
you a far different story than picking and choosin
different  Scriptures and Igl_\/lr_lg person
interpretations upon it, and then claiming that Christ
has done away with the law so you have liberty and
grace to do anything you want to. So that’s the
meaning of baptism.

(go to the next track)

~ Now we've come to the section in the
“Belief’s’ booklet on “justification. Now, right next
to the word “justification” put an equal sign (=)—
equals “right standing with God throug S
Christ.” Now, as the Bible defines it—now we need
to understand this: “everyway of amanisrightin his
own eyes’—or just in his own eyes. Even some of
the most despicible crimes committed, even the 9/11
crimes, were justified by what? In the name of Allah.
Human beings cannot operate unless they “justify.”
And that's what the deceptiveness of human nature
does. God &so has a “judtification” which is
profound and very important, because it puts you in
right standing with God. And notice the sequence of



how_ these have come: you have repentance, water
baptism and justification. Because those are the steps
of the operation that God has. Now, I'll read from
the“Belief’s” booklet here:

Justification: Justification is freely granted
to the called and repentant believer by
God the Father through the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ. Justification takes place
when the believer's sins are removed by
the blood of Jesus Christ and he or she is
EUt into right standing with God the
Father. In order to receive God's gift of
justification, a person must repent toward
God, believe in the sacrifice and blood of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
be baptized by [water] immersion. The
believer is then cleansed from sin and is
without condemnation, placing him or _her
in right standing with God the Father. This
state of justification is called the “gift of
righteousness because God the Father
freely imputes the righteousness of Jesus
Christ to the believer. (Beliefs of the
Christian Biblical Church of God, p16).

_ ‘Now why is this so confusing in religious
circles in the world? Because it is. They like to be
justified for_their Joast sins so they can continue in
their sins. They don't exactly put it that way, but
that's the sum of it. Let's look at a couple of
Scriptures here and see if we can untangle it. And
most of these will be in the book of Romans. Let’'s
come to Romans 2:13: “(Because the hearers of the
law are not just before God, but the doers of the law
shall be justified.” Showing that upon repentance
you have to keep the laws and commandments of
God. In other words, if a person is not willing to
obey God, he is not going to be “justified.” It's that
simple. Cannot be put in right standing with God. So
the " doers of the law.”

Now, let's look at another Scripture which
has thrown Protestantism into a complete utter
disaster—and that’ s why it's going to die. Y ou know

Protestantism is dying, you know that don't you?
Now, let's come to Romans, the ninth chapter. Then
we will come to a very tricky verse, and | think we

can unlock the trickiness of this verse—and that
verse is, before we get to Romans 9, come to
Romans 10:4. Now, in one of my travels | turned on
the TV and | saw Copeland’s Son preaching—first
time | ever seen him preach. And he started right out
there, Romans 10: 4 angriber's correctionj: * FOr Christ is the
end of works of law for righteousness to everyone
who believes’ Bam! all the law of God is done
away. Christ ended the law, there’'s nothing more to
be Kept. You think it's possible to take that one verse
and throw out all the rest of the Bible. You think it's
possible to end law. Try ending the law of gravity.
Can't do it. Would Christ, Who is the Lawgiver, be
the end of all law? That's what they assume. Now
let’s find out what it's talking about because this has
great deal to do with “justification.”
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Let's come back to Romans 9:30, because
remember, men made the chapter breaks. It flows
right through otherwise. “What then shall we say?
That the Gentiles, who did not follow after
righteousness, have attained righteousness, even the
righteousness that is by faith.”

. By believing in God
By being baptized
By receiving the Holy Spirit
By walking in newness of life
So forth.

“But Isradl, aItho,u(?h they followed after a law of
righteousness, did_ not™ attain to a law of
righteousness. Why?..... [How did that happen?_You
know, just like the Pharisee and the publican] ...
Because the?/ did not seek it by faith, but by works
of law.... [In every case in the book of Romans,
with the exception of Rom. 2:14, ‘the works of the
law’ should read: ‘works of law." Because in the
Greek the ddinite article is not there, and with the
ddfinite article not being there it has a different
meaning atogether. By works of law.] ...for they
stumbled at the Stone of stumbling, EXactly as it is
written: ‘Behold, | place in Sion a Stone of
stumbling and a Rock of offense, but everyone who
believesin Him shall not be ashamed'” (vs'30-33).

) Now, Romans 10:1: “Brethren, the earnest
desire of my heart and my supplication to God for
Isradl is for salvation. For | testify of them that they
have a zedl for God... [There are alot of people_that
have zeal for God—a lot of people. But noticel] ...
but not accordln% to knowled%e.... [And that's
why T recommen thal you r the book, The
Code of Jewish Law. Because, if you haven't read
The Code of Jewish Law you do nof understand what
he's taking about. The Jews have laws for
everything to justify them to Judaism. That does not
Jsuostl thém t0 God. And they are all ‘works of law.’

t g have a ‘zeal, but not according to
knowledge.’'] ...For they beneg ignorant of the
gghte_ousness that comes from God, and seeking to

ablish their own righteousness, have ™nhot
submitted to the righteousness of God” (vs 1-3).

_ Now then, how do people today establish
their own righteousness if you're not a Jew? Well,
the Catholics have established theirs haven't they—
eliminated the Sabbath and proclaimed Sunday as
the day of worship. Confess your sins to the priest,
partake of the seven sacraments, obey the hierarchy
of the Roman Catholic Church. That's their own
righteousness. It's not the righteousness of God.
Protestants, likewise following in their footsteps, do
the same thing. They're not submitting to the
righteousness of God. ggy have a zeal for God, but
“not according to knowledge” And ba_rggl norant of
God's way t eX 0 about to establish their own
righteousness. And whenever you find any time
anyone does away with any of the laws and
commandments of God, which we are to keep, they
always come up with their own devices—which is
their own rl%hteousness. It aways happens. Some
;%eople don't like the Sabbath so they keeﬁ Sunday.

hey don't like the Holy Days, so they have
Christmas, Easter, New Years, etc. That's their own
righteousness. Some people don't believe in tithes



and offerings so theh/ have pledges. Well, that's a
substitute system. That's their own righteousness.
God has the best way through tithes and offerings.
Whatever it may be. Same way with clean and
unclean foods. “Oh, well, that’s not for us today.”
Listen, don't you think they could cook pork well
done, way back when? Yes! The truth is you can
cook pork well done and you look under a
microscope and you still see the trichinosis in it.
God had areason for that. Now’s not the time. When
| get to the section: clean and unclean meats, I'll
explain that the New Testament Church taught to est
clean foods.

Let's go on. Now we're ready for v 3: ...
have not submitted to the righteousness of God....
What were they seekl_ng’? Their own righteousness.

ow were they doing it”? By works of law. Now we
can understand v 4 very clearly, because v 4 cannot
be taken out of context with what is there] ...For
Christ isthe end of works of law for righteousness to
everyone who believes’ (vs 3-4). Because it's
talking about “works’ of law. It's not talking about
all the laws of God. As Paul said, “God forbid.”
Shall you murder and_9¥ “God, | have license.” So
/ou bow down to an idol and say, “This is my god,
ike the Dalai Lama. | like to cal him the “ddli-
lama.” He points to this little statue in an interview
and says, “ That'smy boss.” No! Christ is*the end of
the works of law for righteousness to everyone that
believes’—and that is the context. So that’s what it
means.

_ “For Moses wrote concerning the
rl%hteousness that comes through the law, ‘ The man
who has practiced those things shall live by them'”
(v5). That is true, but there' s another profound thing
which you can read in the Passover book, that under
Moses they were justified in the flesh, to the temple,
because they did not have the Holy Spirit of God.
God does not give salvation to some people one way
and salvation to other people another way. He gives
it to all people the same way. And that’s why when
you understand about the second resurrection those
who have not been called now will have the second
physical life for a first opportunity because they
never had it while they lived, because God didn"t
call them. So, God is (how shall we say the modern
word today) God is fair. You got to have fairness—
God is far. Better way of putting it: God is
righteous and God isjust.

Now, let's look at some other Scriptures
concerning this. So, Romans 10:4 has absolutely
nothing to do with the termination of the laws and
commandments of God. It terminates the works of
law of sacrifices and rituals—that's what it
terminates.

Now, let's come back to Romans 3 and let's
look at another difficult verse—and this really blew
me away when | first read it. And | couldn't
understand it. And that's Romans 3:20. And this is
where they get al confused. Let's see if we can
eliminate some of that confusion today. “ Therefore,
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by works of law there shall no flesh be justified
before Him.... [When | first read that | said, ‘What
am | doing keeping the commandments of God?
That was a stumper for me. Then | went on.] ...for
through the law is the knowledge of sin.... [l
understood that. ‘ Sin is the transgression of the law.’
| understood that. This next verse | didn’t understand
either:] ...But now, the righteousness of God that is
separate from law has been revealed... [And |
thought, ‘How can you have righteousness without
the law? Because you read that and you think that is
the absence of law. Does it mean the absence of |aw?
Or does the Greek mean something else? We'll
answer the question here.] (Then the next sentence
here): ...being witnessed by the Law and the
Prophets’ (vs 20-21).

Now, those two verses seem, in_the King
James, very contradictory and reasoning in a circle
and hard to understand. Now however, if you
understand concerning, “works of law”—now let"'me
read it to you the way it should be trandated and the
way that ‘it will be trandated in the coming New

TeStament, here—and this is directly from the
Greek: “Therefore by works of law... [Ah-ha, that is
| no flesh be

the sacrifices and rituals] ...there sh
justified before Him... hy? Because ther€s no
repentance, there is no baptism.] ...for through the
law is the knowledge of sin.... [dl the laws and
commandments of God tell us what is righteous, and
breaking that is sin. All of the rituas and anima
sacrifices was a reminder of sin, year-by-year, as the
Apostle Paul says.] (Now then, v 21): ...But now,
the righteousness of God... [which is’right standing
with God in heaven above—separate, not ‘without;
not the absence of, but seﬁarate from the law] ...
that is separate from law has been revealed, being
witn kg the Law and the Prophets’ (vs 20-21).
Now, how did the sacrifice of Christ come? By law
or by grace? By %race! Is that separate from the law
and 'the prophéts? Yes, even though they witness to
it. It is a separate operation. It is a special, separate,
spiritual operation that God does.

For example: If a person commits murder
and then escapes. You can probably see some of
these documentaries on television. There was an
account of one man, he escaped, wasn't arrested. He
went to Colorado and he lived an exemplary life.
And lo and behold, twen\%a%/ears later when they
had, you know, the Most Wanted on television; had
his picture, someone recognized him and turned him
in. Now then, J ust suppose he came before the Ludge
and said, “Judge, look, | want you to overlook this
murder, because after all I’ve lived a good life for
twenty years.” Did his living a good lite for twenty

ears make right the murder that he committed? NO!

he truth is, no law justifies you, period. And in
keeping the laws and commandments of God you
are not seeklnc};] justification. You are living in
obedience. And that is a different operation.

Now that's why it says, Romans 2:13:
“(Because the hearers of the law are not just before
God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.”
Because you can't be living in a state of sin when
you're justified, you must repent and change your



ways, then ]you are not living in a state of sin. Then
the blood of Christ is appliedto your life and you are
justified. Law cannot justify you.

_ Let's use another example: Suppose you
didn't keep any day Holy or suppose you are a
Sunday-keeper for years and years, and al of a
sudden you find out about the Sabbath. So you start
keeping the Sabbath. That's a good step. Now
suppose you never go any further, you never repent,
you're never baptized, )(]ou never follow through on
it and it comes time of the resurrection and God says

ou're still a sinner. But he says, “Well, I’ve been

eeping the Sabbath. When | found out about it, |
kept it.” And God says, “All your Sabbath-keepin
previous when you were breaking it was requir
and all your Sabl ath-ke%m n%that you’ ve been doin
since then does not undo the sin which happen
previously.” So when people say that we are seeking
to be justified by Sabbath-keeping, they are
incorrect; because we are only justified by the
sacrifice of Christ. And nothing, nothing, brethren,
can replace the sacrifice of Christ to forgive your
sins, period! No law! No person! No sacrificel can
do that whatsoever. And | say “sacrifice,” | mean
“animal sacrifice.”

Now let's read on, how is it done?. Romans

3:22; “Even the righteousness... [which then is
‘éustlflcatlon'—bemg put in right standing with

od] ...of God that is through the faith of Jesus
Christ... [you believe what God has said. You
believe in the sacrifice of Christ and you believe in
the blood of Christ, and that justifies you. Nothin
else does![ Now notice: ...toward all and upon
those who believe; for there is no difference.”
Because even to this day, the Jews say they have the
corner on the God-market. “We're the chosen
people,” they say. Well, if you' re the chosen people,
thank you, I don’t want any of that because |1 don’t
think you're too chosen being over there in Israel,
caled today. Unless, you just think about it, all
they’ve gone through the years—they are not the
chosen people, because they rejected Christ, then
God rejected them, and that’s just the long and the
short of it—and they have to repent like everybody
else. And they have to accept Jesus Christ.

Now natice verse 23: “For all have sinned
and come short of the glory of God... [everyone has1
...But are being justified freely by His grace... [No
through _Iaw-keepmgT Commandment and [aw-
keeping is required. ‘That's why the ‘doers of the
law’ shall be justified. The ‘hearers won't. But they
do not have the blood of Jesus Christ applied to
them because they’re not willing to quit sinni n%.]
being judtified freely by His grace throg‘ﬂ the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus ...['For have
sinned and come short of the glory of God'] ...
Whom God has openly manifetted to be a
propitiation... [which is continualy atoning,
cleansing sacrifice] ...through faith in His blood, in
order to demonstrate His righteousness, in respect to
the remission of sins thal are past, Through the
forbearance of God...” (vs 23-26).
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Now, let me just clarify one thing here—
we're almost done—let me just clarify onet njlg: All
sin ispast sin! Now, what do | mean by that? Today,
sitting here today, have you sinned tomorrow? No,
because tomorrow hasn’'t come, has it? How could
you sin tomorrow, here today? It's an incongruous
statement. When you sin in ‘a moment of time, as
soon as you have Sinned, it is past, is it not? Yes! So
that's why it is says “of past sins’—so that you
cannot have something like the Catholic Church has
of sellingi indulgence for future sin. And that'sin the
very Bible they have, you know—which they read
out of occasionally.

“...of sins that are past, Through the
forbearance of God; yes, to. publlcg declare His
righteousness in the present time, that He might be
%u_st, and the one Who justifies the one who isof the
aith of Jesus. Therefore, where is boastlngl;? It is
excluded. Through what law? The law of works? By
no means! Rather, it is through a law of faith....
[Now, how about that. There's law and faith put
ogether. The ‘law of faith,” which means: thisisthe
rule of belief in God and the law by which now
through faith you have your sins forgiven through
Christ, rather” than works of law of ritual and
sacrifices.] ..._ConsequentI%/, we reckon that aman is
justified by faith separate from works of law.... [It's
a separaté operation. The way you can aways
remember it is this: Nothing can forgive your sins
but the sacrifice and blood of Jesus Christ, penod!l
(v 29): ... Is He the God of the Jews only? IS He no
also the God of the Gentiles? YES! He'is dso God
of the Gentiles, Since it is indeed one God Who will
justify the circumcision | faith, and the
uncircumcision through  faith. Are we, then
abolishing law through faith? MAY IT NEVER BE!
Rather, we are establishing law” (vs 25-31).

And how is that established? So that you
meg love God with al your heart and mind and soul
and being, and that you do it from the heart and not
do it exteriorly just because it is there in the letter.
And that is how Kou.are justified to God—put in
right standing with Him, which is a great blrég
and privilege that God has done because He's call
you by grace. And the Great Sovereign of the
universe has made you then—upon baptism and
receipt of the Holy™ Spirit—one of His begotten
children, and you await the resurrection and the
return of Jesus Christ. That's how you' re justified.

Scripture References:

1) Hebrews4:12-16
2)  Jeremiah 17:5-10
3)  John 6:44-45

4)  John 14:6

5 Romans2:4

6) 1John1:7-9

7)  Acts2:36-38

8) Colossians 2:10-13
9) Romans2:28-29
Romans 6:1-23
Romans 2:13



Romans 10:4
Romans 9:30-33
Romans 10:1-5
Romans 3:20-31

Books referenced:

Beliefs of the Christian Biblical
Church of God by Fred R. Coulter

Harmony of the Gospels by Fred R.

Coulter

The Code of Jewish Law by
Solomon Ganzfried, Hyman E. Goldin

The Christian Passover by Fred R.
Coulter

Baptism Series #5

This document taken from the:

Christian Biblical Church of God © 2008
P.O. Box 1442
Hollister, California 95024-1442
USA

Phone: (831) 637-1875
Fax: (831) 637-9616

Contact Usviae-mail at:
http://www.cbcg.org/contactus.htm



http://www.cbcg.org/contactus.htm

	Water Baptism/Justification
	Beliefs of CBCG #11A

